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Finally, we have made it to the roaring 
20s and soon there will be jazz clubs, 
speakeasies and bootleg liquor available 
throughout the city. . .   
No wait, wrong city, wrong century.

2020 will be an exciting and engaging 
mix of performance drawn from 
the talented and diverse Darwin 
community. Brown’s Mart precinct will 
be alive and kicking as we produce 
2 new plays from Top End theatre 
companies, a winning production from 
the 2019 Darwin Fringe Festival and an 
Australian classic.

Theatre is a collaborative art form and 
in 2020 Brown’s Mart will collaborate 
with ATYP on the Fresh Ink Program, 
Corrugated Iron Youth Arts on our 
Education production, Moogahlin 
Performing Arts on our First Nations 
Writers program, and the Sydney 
Theatre Company with their School 
Drama program. We will work in 
partnership with the Darwin Festival, 
Happy Yess, No Lights No Lycra, Top 
End Comedy and the Darwin Fringe 
Festival to bring diverse, high quality 
performing arts to the precinct.

Music fans will get their fill with the 
return of Live on Friday’s and Club 
Culture entering its second year as we 
showcase the diverse performing artists 
of the Darwin community.

WELCOME
More than just a venue, Brown’s Mart 
is a crucible of creativity. Artists, and 
the work they create, are the reason 
we do what we do. Artists will be 
supported, encouraged, nurtured and 
developed as they engage with one, 
some or all our programs.

The performing arts are a valuable 
contributor to the economy and 
the creative industries create over 
600,000 jobs nationally, (more than 
mining) contribute over $111 billion 
dollars to the economy, (far and away 
more than sport) and are responsible 
for $3.2 billion in exports. But that 
all pales into insignificance when 
compared to what the arts do for us 
as human beings. The performing arts 
enable us to share stories, reflect 
on the past, dream for the future, 
laugh, cry, think and connect. 2020 
at Brown’s Mart will bring richness to 
your life and go a long way toward 
making Darwin the vibrant, liveable 
city that we call home.

Enjoy 2020 at Brown’s Mart!

Sean Pardy 
Artistic Director Brown’s Mart Theatre



By Michael Gow

Directed by Kyle Walmsley

AWAY

Michael Gow’s seminal Australian text is set in the 
summer of 1967-1968. Away follows three families  

on separate summer holidays who are united  
during a fierce storm.

It is sharply observed, clever, funny and yet very moving. 

In collaboration with Corrugated Iron a large ensemble 
cast will make this Australian classic come alive.

The award-winning Australian classic 
of family secrets and social upheaval. 

Brown’s Mart Productions and 
Corrugated Iron present

12 - 28 March

Program Partners



His life was on the right track: career, wife, house, kids, 
the full shebang. But now the missus has dropped a 

bombshell and a wild night with his mate has  
turned everything upside down. 

Winner of the Darwin Fringe Festival Best 
Performance Award 2019 this darkly comic piece will 

have you thinking months after you leave the theatre. 

By Scott Gooding

Directed by Hayley Butcher

ROBERT 
IN CRISIS

Robert needs a bloody drink

Brown’s Mart Productions and 
Vicious Fish Theatre present

14 - 25 April



By the Royal National Theatre of Jingili

THE FINAL 
FRONT-EAR

The Earth is in crisis and the planet is doomed. Only the wisdom 
of the last remaining Lobite (an alien species affectionately called 
‘Front Ears’ due to their physiology) can save it from destruction.

However, the Lobite has gone AWOL, abandoning the Earth to its 
fate. The crew of Starship ‘Probably Possible’ are on a perilous 
mission to track the Final Front Ear down.

Will they find it in time?

And if so, will the Front Ear even listen?

From the team that brought you 
Hillbilly Horror and the Fah King Ridiculous

Brown’s Mart Productions and the  
Royal National Theatre of Jingili present

16 - 27 June



By Katherine Lyall-Watson

Directed by Caroline Dunphy

ROVERS

If you’ve ever said yes to a crazy dare in a 
bar, faced a loved one’s mortality or had to 

keep a family secret, then this funny, heart-
warming and fast-paced ode to Australia 
should be your next ticket for a fabulous 

night at the theatre. 

Join acclaimed actors Roxanne McDonald 
and Barbara Lowing for their hilarious, 

fun-loving misadventures of the women 
who made them who they are today. 

Celebrate the adventure and 
heart of two of Australia’s great 

actresses (reunited on stage!) 

Belloo Creative and  
Critical Stages Touring  presents

9 & 10 October



By Stephen Carleton

Directed by Gail Evans

Take a cruise to the other side 
of the apocalypse!

NEW 
BABYLON

A collection of some of the world’s 
wealthiest ‘preppers’ are cruising to  
New Babylon to escape climate catastrophe. 
If environmental cataclysm is getting  
you down, join us on board! 

All is not necessarily what it may seem on this 
voyage to the promised land, but remember 
whatever happens: we’re all in this together!

This play commission has been made possible by the Australian 
Government through the Australia Council, its arts funding and advisory body

Brown’s Mart Productions and 
Knock-em-Down Theatre present

3 - 14 November
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Brown’s Mart continues 
to present its popular 
Friday afternoon,  
live music program in 
the Courtyard from  
May - October.

Sit down, sip on a cold 
beverage from our 
Courtyard bar while you 
relax and wind down 
from your working week.

Every Friday,  
May - October

Bar opens 4.30pm

Live music 5pm - 7pm

FREE ENTRY

ON FRIDAYS

In association with  
Darwin Community 
Arts and built upon 
the diverse community 
that calls Darwin 
home, Brown’s Mart 
will present music and 
entertainment from the 
city’s multicultural groups 
Thursdays in the Dry.

Every Thursday,  
June & July

Bar opens from 4.30 pm

Live performance  
5pm - 7pm

FREE ENTRY

APRIL 9
The Year of Magical Thinking by Joan Didion
Directed by Gail Evans

“Life changes in the instant. The ordinary instant.”

MAY 14 - DOUBLE BILL
On the Production of Monsters by Robert Reid
Directed by Scott Gooding

An hilarious roller coaster ride through one of the 
most complex issues facing contemporary Australia.

JUNE 9
Dead Man’s Cell Phone by Sarah Ruhl
Directed by Thomas Midena

A wildly imaginative comedy about how we 
memorialise the dead.

SEPTEMBER 10
The Smell of Corn Beef for Dinner by Rachael Chisholm
Directed by Rachael Chisholm

A new, local, First Nations work exploring the bridges 
people may cross to keep their families together.

OCTOBER 8
The Feather in the Web by Nick Coyle
Directed by Kyle Walmsley

A playful, startling and surprisingly hopeful 
coming-of-age story. 

NOVEMBER 12
Last Call by Sean Guy
Directed by Mark Bunnett

 A locally written black comedy looking at 
relationships in the 21st century. CU
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MAY 14 - DOUBLE BILL
I Should Have Said by Bella Davis
Directed by Renee Halse

A comedy about three young women, their sexuality 
and what is truly deep within their hearts.
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TOP END 
COMEDY
Top End Comedy is 
giving a new life to 
Comedy in the NT.

First Thursday 
of the month

ALL YEAR 

ENGAGE

FIRST NATIONS

DIVERSITY

COMMUNITY

ARTISTS

HAPPY YESS
Happy Yess exists 
to provide a safe 
and inclusive space 
for musicians and 
performers to shine!

Friday & Saturday

NO LIGHTS 
NO LYCRA
No lights No Lycra is a 
judgement free dance 
party in the dark!

6 - 7pm Wednesdays

DARWIN 
FRINGE 
An open-access festival 
that supports the 
development of the arts 
community.

July 3 - 12

DARWIN 
FESTIVAL
Combines outdoor 
festivities with a 
program rich with 
local, national and 
international talent.

August 6 - 23

TI
M
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ROUND

Australian-Indonesian sound and movement, 
curated and performed by I Made Budalasia and 
Jocelyn Tribe in collaboration with local artists.

A performance showing the activity of weaving is 
just one part of who and why First Nations People 
share knowledge through the generations. 
Created by Norma Benger.

A magical, musical comedy cabaret performed 
by people who have never sung, danced, joked or 
magicked on stage before.  
Created by Amy Hetherington.

Aboriginal Comedians bring their own designer 
brand of comedy to the stage.  
Created by Richard Fejo.

July 24 - 25
Tutup Mulut

October 1 - 3
The Art of Weaving is More

December 2 - 5 
Be a Yes Person

May 14 - 16
Deadly Darwin - A New Hope

Run over four streams the ENGAGE program provides affordable access, 
production, technical and marketing support to local groups. ensuring creative 
outcomes in a safe and professionally supported environment.



FOR ARTISTS
ENGAGE 
ARTISTS
ENGAGE Artists enables 
artists to take risks and 
present their ideas 
in a safe supported 
environment with the 
physical infrastructure 
and technical 
equipment of the facility 
at their disposal.

FIRST NATIONS  
WRITING 
PROGRAM
This program is 
focussed on developing 
new ideas from First 
Nations artists. Artists 
are supported with 
a wage to help them 
work with First Nations 
writers, dramaturgs and 
directors curated by 
the team at Moogahlin 
Performing Arts.

DARWIN 
AIRPORT  
BUILD UP 
PROGRAM
BUILD UP offers NT 
artists the opportunity 
to develop new 
projects. These projects 
can be at any stage of 
development and the 
program aims to create 
a fertile environment 
for the creation of new 
NT theatre.

FRESH INK
In collaboration with 
Australian Theatre for 
Young People, this 
program is for young 
emerging writers. 
Running from April to 
December It links young 
writers with industry 
professionals in a 
mentoring capacity. 

EVENING 
READS
The play readings series 
gives emerging and 
established directors 
and performers the 
opportunity to hone 
their craft and develop 
their skills.

RESIDENCY
Brown’s Mart will 
deliver a 3 day, 2-night 
residency connecting 
artists with each 
other and national 
mentors. The residency 
provides artists with 
the opportunity to 
further their work and is 
made possible with the 
support of the Regional 
Arts Fund.

Want to get involved? Join the artists’ distribution list by  
emailing ed@brownsmart.com.au and join the  

Theatre Network Darwin Facebook group.

mailto:ed%40brownsmart.com.au%20?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/174058569409789/


As a not-for-profit organisation, the support 
of our donors plays an essential role in what we 
can achieve, both on and off the stage.  Your 
contribution big or small, can make a huge 
difference!

BECOME AN

For more information about our Donor’s Circles or to make an online donation, 
please go to our website:  https://www.brownsmart.com.au/donate/

All donations over $2 are fully tax deductible 

ARTS 
ANGEL

 
The Hon Sally Thomas Benefactor  
Donors’ Circle 
($2,000 annual contribution)

Brown’s Mart Guardian Donors’ Circle 
($100+ annual contribution)

Brown’s Mart Patron Donations 
(no minimum)

 
Brown’s Mart Theatre would like to acknowledge the following individuals 

who have demonstrated their deep commitment to Brown’s Mart by 
contributing to The Hon Sally Thomas Benefactors Donors’ Circle.

The Hon Sally Thomas AC | Simon Niblock & Louise Maple-Brown |  
Jeff Pinkerton OAM & Marilyn Pinkerton | The Hon Tom Pauling AO QC & Mrs 
Tessa Pauling | Hon Clare Martin | Hon Paul Kirby MLA | Matthew Garraway 
| Neil Harvey | Phillip Harvey | Judith Barker | Ray Hall | Stacey Harris and 
Michael Feldbauer | Dianne and Stefan Koser | Sean Pardy | Don Whyte



SEASON TICKETS
2020 Season 
Opening Night VIP Package
On a night typically reserved for invitation-only 
guests, you get the opportunity to enjoy the full  
VIP opening night experience.

FOUR PLAYS
AWAY by Michael Gow

ROBERT IN CRISIS by Scott Gooding

THE FINAL FRONT EAR by RNTJ

NEW BABYLON by Stephen Carleton

Package includes:
Opening night tickets; reserved seating; 
complimentary champagne and finger food at 
the post performance event and the opportunity 
to mingle with the cast & creatives and other VIP 
guests.

Only 12 VIP packages are available at $200 pp

(includes all four Opening Night events)

BOOK ONLINE:  brownsmart.com.au

THANK YOU
VI

P Brown’s Mart gratefully 
acknowledges the support of our 

funding bodies and partners.



STAY IN THE KNOW!
We will keep you updated on all the latest shows and 
events coming to Brown’s Mart. It’s easy!  Go to our 
website and complete the sign-up web form on the 

homepage with your name and email address.

12 Smith Street, Darwin City
brownsmart.com.au

20
20We acknowledge the traditional ownership  

of the Larrakia people and other traditional owners  
of the lands on which we work.

http://brownsmart.com.au 
https://www.facebook.com/brownsmartarts/
https://www.instagram.com/brownsmart12/
https://twitter.com/brownsmart14

